Global Poverty Act (S.2433)
Over one billion people worldwide live on less than $1 per day, according to the World Bank, and another 1.6 billion people struggle to survive on less than $2 per day. We need a comprehensive, bipartisan approach to make significant strides in addressing a problem of this magnitude and importance. 

The Global Poverty Act:

· Declares it official U.S. policy to promote the reduction of global poverty, the elimination of extreme global poverty, and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal of cutting extreme global poverty in half by 2015. 

· Requires the President to develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to advance that policy. 

· Includes guidelines for what the strategy should include - from aid, trade, economic development, and debt relief, to working with the international community and leveraging the participation of businesses and non-governmental organizations. 

· Requires that the President’s strategy include specific and measurable goals, efforts to be undertaken, benchmarks, and timetables. 

· Requires the President to report back to Congress on progress made in the implementation of the global poverty strategy. 

· Does not mandate or commit the U.S. to any new spending.
The Global Poverty Act was reported favorably out of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in April 2008. Representatives Adam Smith (D-WA) and Spencer Bachus (R-AL) sponsored the House version of the bill (H.R. 1302), which passed the House last September with bipartisan support. The legislation is supported by a broad range of groups, including Bread for the World, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, CARE, Oxfam America, Habitat for Humanity International, National Wildlife Federation, Sierra Club, United Church of Christ, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the Borgen Project, United Methodist General Board of Church and Society, RESULTS, Micah Challenge USA, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Some opponents of the bill have circulated false claims that the bill commits the U.S. to spending $845 billion on foreign aid and would impose a “global tax” through the United Nations. In fact, the Global Poverty Act does not mandate new spending by the United States, nor does it commit the United States to any future spending. The Congressional Budget Office confirmed in the report from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that enacting the bill would not affect direct spending or receipts and estimated that implementing the bill would cost less than $1 million per year. The bill does not commit the United States to other United Nations policy goals or imply concurrence with any other United Nations statements.  
